The iPhone 4 & its Challengers

Apple's iPhone 4 comes with some enticing offers and freebies from the participating service providers, but are
they truly worth it or just an eyewash? Karan Bajaj & Hitesh Raj Bhagat would like to point out the fine print
with these offers and also suggest that you look beyond the iPhone at some very worthy competitors

Dual Cameras
The front VGA
camera enables
FaceTime, Apple's
videa chat
application. The
rear sMP camera
can also record
videos In 720p.
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Apps
The one thing that 1“"""
{ allows the IPhone
4to stand strong
in the face of
Increased
competition Is the
quality of the app
ecosystem,
Despite Android's
Erowing numizers,
Apple's App
' Store still ranks
Lhigher averall,
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Hardwara
Powered by a 1Ghz
single core processor,
ci2MEB RAM and
elther 16 or 3208
storage, though

. spedifications on
paper are notthe
IPhone's strang
nalnt. Arvoddity s

. the use'nf mierd SIM
L cards; soofar only
- usndd by Appl,

o —— - - -

Retina Display
Even though the 3.5-
inch screen Is now
‘small compared to
some of the
competition, the 960 X
&40 pixal resolution is
still the highest. it's
called the Retina
Display becausgitcan
.display more pixels
than the aye can seel

i0s 4.3

The latest version of i0S
{a free update) enables
various new features
likke Wi-Fi personal
hotspat, iTunes Home
Sharing (allows you to
play contents of your
iTunas library on your
iPhone over Wi-Fl} and
enhanced performance.

AppleiPhone 4

fter along wait of al-

most a wyear, the

iPheme d is now offi-

¢ially available in

India through Alrtel

and Adreel. One of
the reasons why the iPhone has
been so successful (and why the
launch of the (Fhone has always
been delayed in India) is opera-
tor subsidy In the west, vou can
get your choice of phone (1n:
cluding the IPhone) for consid-
erably less than thesticker price,
simply by signing on for a con-
tract. Under the terms of the
conlract, you agres to pay a high-
er-than-normal rentaland vou'll
geta phone locked to that partic-
wilar operator’s netwok,

VRIS MIRRSS SURShy RIS
Tnndia, where quick moneycan
be made by Megally unlockinga
phene, the operators had tocome
up with something new,

Enter the reverse subsidy mod-
el: Under these new schemes for
{he iFhone 4, vou pay the full
price of the phone upfeont —
234,500 for 16GB and 740,800 for
32GB —and you get unlocked
phones. However, instead of sub-
sidizing the cost of the device,
Alrtel and Afrcel will give vou
Tefty discounts on your month-
1y bill, jusk to make sure that vou
stick with them,

ADNWELE T Py
With Aircel, you pay only 368
fora ¥1,118 plan and 2800 for a
e2.510 plan. The premium plans
gaveyouthecostof thephonoin
0 yoma whidhe Dasile ki glve
bl Bk o L pliiie's cont,
oty gt d vt s pitar
At et b b (o sy okl

ar 1Phone), The S1M has to be
registerad with ong device, and
the tariff planis applicable for
that particular device only

TFinally, the plang are valld only
for two years. iPhoned users will
petaspenial bill, which willmen-
fion the rental and payback
amounts ssparat_ely

AETEL'S PR T

Adrtel plans start at 2800 and go
up to'T1,000-per month. The free
minutes offered by Airtel under
these plans are A2A (Alrtel to
Alrtel) only You will be charged
at 50p/min to call other num-
bers, The free SMS included iz
only applicable for local cell-
phone numbers (within the
same cirele). Any other SMS will
be charged at the usual rates (¥l
per SMS within India, T each for
international SMS),

THE VIERIHCT

Of the two, Areol's plansare-a
Far bt i deal However, éven
these plans will benefit only &

small section of power users.

OIS Gis TS

While other operators like
Vodafone and Idea don't offer
any reverse subsidy plans yet
you can always use these net:
works with any iPhone 4 offi.
plally purchased in India,.

IHCHTASIHG COMPETITION

With the latest dual citeon
dlnugzht, (ho 1P e dan't pom
frate iy ot of il
cationg o s who don’
prvbaaed Toodefnge ot Andeald thi's
e Lo i LR gy e
[t ad mqr Aol
alibat sl sl nae Bolaw |,



